Sermon #4 – Rediscovering Our True Identity

True Humanity … Is to be a Representative of God

Introduction
What does it mean to be created in the image, in the resemblance of God? This is a passionate topic. Both scholars and church members have wrestled with this subject. Did Adam look like God? Did he have the same attitudes as God? Is the similitude limited to only some aspects of Adam’s life? What about us today? Here are quite some good questions, that we will, unfortunately, not be answered. However, we acknowledge that “created in the image, in the resemblance of God” has to do with our core identity as humans.  

We will explore the topic from the perspective of a simple definition of an image: An image represents a given reality.  How do we become God’s representatives? Is there a unique way of best representing Him? 
(Prayer)
Part I: Living as God’s Representatives 

This idea of reflecting God’s image, being a representative of God, is so crucial for the believer that Paul presents God Himself as leading us into that direction. We read in Romans 8:29, “For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters.” This passage is saying that brothers and sisters are “to be conformed to the image of his Son.” Who are the brothers and sisters? We read in verse 28 that they are “those who love him, who have been called.” This is the category of people who are supposed to represent Christ. Representing God is the responsibility of all believers. The expression “those who love him” excludes also the idea of an arbitrary God who forces “brothers and sisters” to represent Him. 
Let us consider God’s role in the process. God is the subject of two verbs in Romans 8:29, “foreknew” and “predestined”. To foreknow is an attribute or capacity in God to know in advance. Whereas “predestine” is an action verb. It is much more than a goal set by God for “brothers and sisters”. It is a planned activity of God to lead “brothers and sisters” to a certain point, “to be conformed to the image of the son.” He does not only have a purpose for humanity, but He is the One who enables us to represent the Son and by extension represent Himself. Through Him, we can live in harmony with our original identity as God’s representatives.  
Ellen White makes the following comments about Romans 8:28: “Though the moral image of God was almost obliterated by the sin of Adam, through the merits and power of Jesus it may be renewed. Man may stand with the moral image of God in his character; for Jesus will give it to him. Unless the moral image of God is seen in man, he can never enter the city of God as a conqueror” (The Review and Herald, June 10, 1890). This passage tells about both the necessity for us to be images, representatives of God, and also the investment of God in Christ to make this a reality. He has the capacity to beautify tainted and distorted images. Who are we representing?
The word “ambassador” is also used by Paul to speak about our identity as representatives of God. We read in 2 Corinthians 5:20, “We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.” The noun ambassador conveys the idea of a messenger, an interpreter, and of one who goes. At the time of Apostle Paul, an ambassador was a respected official serving the Roman’s Empire. His responsibility was to represent the Emperor or the Roman’s government in the transaction of business, negotiation of peace and alliances and expression of friendship to governments in foreign countries. In Ephesians 6:20, Paul uses the word ambassador in a figurative sense, he considers himself to be an ambassador of Christ. Believers are also called to serve as ambassadors. Representatives of God do not occupy a static position but are active on His behalf.
It is interesting to note that, in those days, the special function of ambassador could only be accomplished by someone who was a senator, someone who was born in the senator class. Birth was the foremost qualification for one to fulfil the position of ambassador in the Roman’s Empire. Hence, we can better understand the argument of Paul, that a prerequisite to serve as an ambassador of God is a restored affiliation, to be reconciled with God as sons and daughters. The function of representatives of God can be fully accomplished only by born again Christians. 
Our representation of Jesus is supposed to grow with the passing of time. We read in                   2 Corinthians 3:18, “And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.” The expression “ever-increasing glory” suggests that there is a transformation from not being an image, to a blurred image and finally to a bright and clear image. Paul once again ascertains that this comes from God.  We are invited to invest ourselves in “contemplat[ing] the Lord’s glory,” – this is to meditate on His life. This exercise has to happen with “unveiled faces,” with sincerity and honesty of heart, with a real desire to be transformed. Are we a better reflection of His image each new day? It is when we invest time in contemplation that our actions will become adequate representations of the Divine. 
Part II: A Reflection of God’s Love
How can we reflect the Son of God in a practical way?  The inaugural speech of Jesus at the Synagogue of Nazareth gives an interesting hint. We read in Luke 4:18, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He hath anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He hath sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised.”  Jesus is declaring that he has a special concern for the poor, the broken, the captives, the blind and the prisoners. Representatives of Jesus are those who demonstrate the same attention to the needy, the weak and the vulnerable. They accomplish the ministry of compassion and love.  

Two passages confirm that a unique expression of God’s image is to love.  We read in 1 John 4:8, “Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.”  And for James to reflect God’s image is to have a moral lifestyle and much more, James 1:27, “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.”
There is one story in the gospel, The Good Samaritan, that clearly illustrates what it means to be a reflection of God, of God’s love. Ellen White writes these words about this story, “In the story of the good Samaritan, Jesus gave a picture (an image) of Himself and His mission” (Desire of Ages, p. 498).  
These are four striking similitudes between the Samaritan and Jesus the Model. 

Putting aside all prejudices. Jesus the Master Model cared for the foreigners, ate with the outcasts and identified himself with the rebellious humanity. We read in Romans 5:10, “while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son…” The Samaritan cared for a Jew who was full of hatred for his kind. To love like Jesus is to cross barriers; social, intellectual, cultural, geographical and linguistic.
Attending to immediate need. Jesus the Master Model ministered in words and concrete acts of compassion. According to Matthew 9:35, “Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness.” It is said of the Samaritan, Luke 10:34, “He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey…” To love like Jesus is to make a difference in people’s life.
Paying the cost for a deeper need. Jesus the Master Model did more than teaching and healing, He paid a heavy cost. He was “obedient to death even death on a cross!” (Philippians 2:8). It was the only means to address the deeper need of sin. Our good Samaritan gave more than bandage, oil and wine. To ensure shelter and healing, he paid two denarii (v.35), the equivalent of two days’ pay of a skilled worker. To love like Jesus is to use our blessings, to bless others. 
Working for full restoration. Jesus the Master Model continues His ministry on our behalf even after paying our debt at the cross. It is written in Hebrews 4:14, “Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.”  The Good Samaritan demonstrates the same spirit, doing the extra mile, Luke 10:35b, “‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ His aim as a representative of Jesus was not just alleviation of suffering but full rehabilitation. To love as Jesus loves, is a constant and permanent investment to lead people to wholeness.
Conclusion
After telling the story of the Good Samaritan, Jesus made the following appeal to the expert in the law “Go and do likewise.” “The Samaritan has behaved as my image, as my representative, do the same.” The same appeal is valid to all those who are created in his image, in his resemblance: Put aside all prejudices;  attend to people’s needs.  Be ready to pay the cost of service and … lead people to wholeness.   This is our core identity. As an image of the Master Model, we are not supposed to be static but to be an active representative – loving and serving others not just following “systems, creeds and rites.” The good news is that the One who created us and called us to be representatives, is able and willing to shape our lives. Run to Him, take time to contemplate the life of Jesus and grant permission to the Master Artisan. Choose today to become his next masterpiece!   
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